FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE

123a

3rd May 2026

O sing a new song to the Lord,

for he has worked wonders;

in the sight of the nations

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
‘They chose seven men full of the Holy Spirit.’ 6:1-7
In those days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint
by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were
being neglected in the daily distribution. And the Twelve summoned the
full number of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should give
up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers and
sisters, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor,
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These
they set before the Apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
became obedient to the faith.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps.33(32)

May your merciful love be upon us,

as we hope in you, O LoRrbp.

or: Alleluia.

Ring out your joy to the LorD, O you just;
for praise is fitting from the upright.

Give thanks to the LorD upon the harp;
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.

The word of the LOrD is upright,

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lorp loves justice and right,

and his merciful love fills the earth. R.

Yes, the LorD’s eyes are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,

to rescue their soul from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R.
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SECOND READING

A reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter.
‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.’ 2:4-9
Beloved: Come to the Lord, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight
of God chosen and precious. You yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
Scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying in Sion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the
honour is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, ‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’, and ‘A stone
of stumbling, and a rock of offence.” They stumble because they disobey
the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the way, and the truth, and the life, says the Lord.
No one comes to the Father except through me.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
T am the way, and the truth, and the life.’ 14:1-12
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms.
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the
way to where 1 am going.” Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and you still do not
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account
of the works themselves.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am
going to the Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK
Sat 2™ 4.00 pm | Xavier & Joseph Gomes (Sp Intention) | 3rd May 2026: sth Sunday of Easter
Sun3“ | 10.30 am | Eileen O’Sullivan RIP
Mon 4" NO MASS FEASTS:
Tues 5" | 10.30 am | Bridie Murphy RIP Monday Feast of the English Martyrs
Wed 6" | 9.30am | Des Kelly RIP Sunday 6" Sunday of Easter
11.00 am | Michael Thomas Raughter (Requiem)
Thurs 7" | 10.30 am | Thomas Dale RIP Adoration & Confession: Tuesday & Thursday
Fri 8" 10.00 am | Sean McKay RIP (9.30 am — 10.20 am)
Sat 9™ 4.00 pm | Brigid Reel (Anniversary)
Sun 10" | 10.30 am | Edwyna Wells-Richardson Altar Lamp — Eileen O’Sullivan RIP
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £518.24 Our Lady’s Lamp — Michael Raughter RIP
SECOND COLLECTION: £147.08 (Clergy Training Fund)

RECENTLY DEAD: Michael Thomas Raughter RIP. Reception into Church Tuesday, 5™ May 2026, 6.00 pm. Requiem Mass
Wednesday 6 May, 11.00 am. Followed by a burial at Kings Norton Cemetery.

Nora Patricia Madden RIP. Requiem Mass Wednesday 13" May, 11.30 am.

Peter McCann RIP. Reception into Church Thursday, 21% May 2026, 6.00 pm. Requiem Mass Friday 22" May, 11.30 am.

ANNIVERSARIES: Martha Kelleher, Bridget Madden, Alvaro De Mancellos, Andrew Foran, Gwen Smith, Vera Round,
Catherine Walker, Kathleen Allen, John Perks, Louis Butler, Michael Lynch, Albert Bartlett, Joseph McDermott, Michael
Moane, Philip O’Reilly, Mary O’Reilly, Patricia Carolan, Mary Hawkins, Peter Edwards, Johanna O’Meara, Joseph Curran,
Vincent Flanagan, John Flaherty, Ann O’Neill, Bridget Dolan, Michelle Scott, Bertie Quail, Patrick Treacy, Martin Driscoll,
Emma Smith, Ita McHugh, Eileen O’Sullivan, Elizabeth Duffy, Mary Costello, Samuel Stokes, Philomena McMonagle, Betty
Devenny, Pat & Julia Stokes, Elizabeth Bermingham, Richard Brennan, John Kenny, Monica Phillips, Ramond Smith, Ursula
Hickey, Rose Whinyates, William O’Brien, Margaret Coughlan, Alan Cook, Tracy Fardon, Patrick Danaher.

SICK LIST: Anselm John Baptiste, Fr Morty O’Shea, John Garvey, Cath McGrath, Amie Faulkner, Clare Bergin, John Leo
Daly, Fr Michael White, Everly Arnold, Eileen Carter.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY: That everyone might have food. Let us pray that everyone, from large producers
to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: Church Maintenance. NEXT WEEKEND: Poor Parishes Fund.
MULTICULTURAL MASS: Come and join us for our parish multicultural Mass on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th. If possible,
all are invited to wear traditional dress. We will have a shared table after Mass in Holy Family School, and you are welcome to
bring food that represents your country and culture. Please invite your family and friends and bring them with you. Thank you.
FOR THOSE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL — Visit the National Office for Vocations at www.ukvocation.org or
www.religiouslife.org or www.ukpriest.org

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in following your call
and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the Church in this
Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through the intercession of the

Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Saint Justin, and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the

ministries by which we may serve You and one another in faith and love. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine always more in me
and everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.” (Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV)

Fr Fretch Ballesteros SDV
Tel: 0121 772 0059 (Holy Family Parish)
Emergency/Evening Contact: 0121 783 2792 (Corpus Christi)
Email: holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk Website: hfpbirmingham.com

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies
and procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Barbara Conneely. She can be contacted at
sg.holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk, or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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