TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

7th SEPTEMBER 2025 141c

~ ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right;
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.

COLLECT
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption,
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters,
that those who believe in Christ
may receive true freedom
and an everlasting inheritance.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Wisdom.
‘Who can discern what the Lord wills?’ 9:13-18
What human being can learn the counsel of God? Or who can
discern what the Lord wills? For the reasoning of mortals is
worthless, and our designs are likely to fail, for a perishable body
weighs down the soul, and this earthy tent burdens the mind full of
thoughts. We can hardly guess at what is on earth, and what is at
hand we find with labour; but who has traced out what is in the
heavens? Who has learned your counsel, unless you have given
wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? And thus the paths
of those on earth were set right, and people were taught what pleases
you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 90(89)
O Lord, you have been our refuge,
from generation to generation.

You turn man back to dust,

and say, ‘Return, O children of Adam.’
To your eyes a thousand years

are like yesterday, come and gone,

or like a watch in the night. R.

You sweep them away like a dream,
like grass which is fresh in the morning.
In the morning it sprouts and is fresh;
by evening it withers and fades. R.

Then teach us to number our days,
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Turn back, O Lorp! How long?
Show pity to your servants. R.
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At dawn, fill us with your merciful love;

we shall exult and rejoice all our days.

Let the favour of the LorD our God be upon us;
give success to the work of our hands.

O give success to the work of our hands. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the Letter of St Paul to Philemon.
‘Any one who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my
disciple.’ 9-10, 12-17
Beloved: I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus
— I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in
my imprisonment. I am sending him back to you, sending my very
heart. I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he
might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the
gospel, but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order
that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own
accord. For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while,
that you might have him back for ever, no longer as a bondservant
but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother — especially to
me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So
if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive
me.

The word of the Lord,

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
Let your face shine forth on your servant,
and teach me your decrees.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
None of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his
possessions. 14:25-33
At that time: Great crowds accompanied Jesus, and he turned and said
to them, ‘If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and
mother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters, yes, and even
his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you,
desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost,
whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, “This man began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what
king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down
first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him
who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms
of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that
he has cannot be my disciple.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,
we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant that your faithful, O Lord,
whom you nourish and endow with life
through the food of your Word and heavenly Sacrament,
may so benefit from your beloved Son's great gifts
that we may merit an eternal share in his life.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK
Sat 6™ 4.00 pm | Bartek Flix (Birthday) 7" September 2025: 23" Sunday in Ordinary
Sun 7" 10.30 am | Anne Garvey RIP (Birthday) Time
Mon 8" | 10.00 am | People of the Parish
Tues 9" | 10.30 am | Eddie Dunne (Intentions) FEASTS :
Wed 10" [ 9.30am | Patrick Gallagher RIP Monday Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(with St Bernadette’s School) Tu'esday St Peter Claver
12.00 pm | Susan Ann Edwarads (Requiem) Friday The Most Holy Name of Mary
Thurs 11" | 10.30 am | Alex McDonnell (Birthday) Thursday St John Chrysostom
Fri 120 10.30 am | Mick & Mary Cleere Sunday Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Sat 13" | 4.00 pm | Aidan Dillon (Anniversary) )
Sun 14" 10.30 am | Pete McManamon (Get Well) Adoration & Confession: Tuesday & Thursday
- 9.30 am — 10.20 am
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £350.02
) . Altar Lamp — Eddie Dunne Intentions
SECOND COLLECTION: £154.01 (Church Maintenance) Our Lady's Lamp— People of the Parish

RECENTLY DEAD: Susan Ann Edwards RIP. Requiem Mass on Wednesday, 10® September 2025, 12.00 noon.

ANNIVERSARIES: Arthur Bracebridge, Dominic Gara, Ronald Norman, Mary Foley, Marie McNally, James Griffin, John
Buckley, Sarah Boyle, Thomas Kelly, Fr O’Keefe, Fr Sefton, Fr Ryan, Bernie Waters, Mary Brigid Heffernan, Annie Lee, Carmela
Green, Pauline Keeney, John Gorman, Kevin Bannon, Robert Stringer, Eileen Corcoran, Patrick Brelin, Ellen Hughes, Mrret
Edwards, Michael Carmody.

SICK LIST: Anselm John Baptiste, Jim Deards, Fr Morty O’Shea, John Garvey, Cath McGrath, Amie Faulkner, Clare Bergin,
Mary Bergin, Tommy Flynn, John Leo Daly, Fr Michael White, Everly Arnold, Pete McManamon, Mary McManamon, .

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2025: For our relationship with all of creation: Let us pray that, inspired
by St Francis, we may experience our interdependence with all creatures, which are loved by God and worthy of love nd respect.
SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: Church Maintenance. NEXT WEEKEND: Catholic Education Service
HARVINGTON HALL: The Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Harvington Hall will take place this Sunday, 7" September 2025.
Confessions 1.45 —2.30 pm. Mass at 3.00 pm celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley.

WARM HUB: The Warm Hub begins again in Corpus Christi Parish Room on Thursday 25™ September, 11.45 am — 1.30 pm.
Holy Family parishioners are welcome to attend.

WE WELCOME back to a new school year all pupils and staff, especially from Holy Family and St Bernadette’s.

FOR THOSE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL - Visit the National Office for Vocations at www.ukvocation.org or
www.religiouslife.org or www.ukpriest.org

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Annual Bazaar, Saturday 6™ December 2025, 12.00 — 2.00 pm.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in following your call
and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the Church in this
Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through the intercession of the

Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Saint Justin, and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the

ministries by which we may serve You and one another in faith and love. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine always more in me
and everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.” (Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV)

Fr Fretch Ballesteros SDV
Tel: 0121 772 0059 (Holy Family Parish)
Emergency/Evening Contact: 0121 783 2792 (Corpus Christi)
Email: holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk Website: hfpbirmincham.com

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies and
procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Barbara Conneely. She can be contacted at

sg.holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk, or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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