FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Ist February 2026 110a

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Save us, O Lord our God!
And gather us from the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
and make it our glory to praise you.

OPENING PRAYER
Grant us, Lord our God,
that we may honour you with all our mind,
and love everyone in truth of heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the Prophet Zephaniah.
‘T will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly.’

2:3, 3:12-13

Seek the Lorp, all you humble of the land,
who do his just commands;
seek righteousness; seek humility;
perhaps you may be hidden
on the day of the anger of the LoRD.

I will leave in your midst
a people humble and lowly.
They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lorp,
those who are left in Israel;
they shall do no injustice and speak no lies,
nor shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful
tongue.
For they shall graze and lie down,
and none shall make them afraid.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps. 146(145)

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. or: Alleluia.
It is the LorD who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the LorD who sets prisoners free. R.

The LorDp who opens the eyes of the blind,

the LorD who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lorp who loves the just,

the Lorp who protects the stranger. R.

The Lorp upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lorp will reign for ever,

your God, O Sion, from age to age. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.
‘God chose what is weak in the world.’ 1:26-31
Consider your calling, brothers and sisters: not many of you were
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,
so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption; so
that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit.’ 5:1-12
At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain,
and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened
his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O Lord, we bring to your altar
these offerings of our service:
be pleased to receive them, we pray,
and transform them
into the Sacrament of our redemption.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your merciful love.
O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I call on you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished by these redeeming gifts,
we pray, O Lord,
that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK

Sat31* | 4.00 pm | Maureen Kelly RIP 1% February 2026: 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sun 1* 10.30 am | Michael Cruise (Anniversary) Racial Justice Day
Mon 2™ | 9.30 am | Maria Sargant (Brennan) FEASTS :
with Holy Family School Monday Presentation of the Lord (Feast)

Tues 3 | 10.30 am | Jane Spelman RIP Tuesday St Blasé, Bishop & Martyr
Wed 4™ | 10.30 am | Ann O’Brien (1 Anniversary) Thursday St Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
Thurs 5" | 10.30 am | Matthew McGill (Anniversary) Friday SJ Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
Fri 6" 9.30 am | People of the Parish Sunday 5" Sunday in Ordinary

11.00 am | James Paul Deards RIP (Requiem) . .
Sat 70 4.00 pm | Kevin Williams RIP (3% Anniversary) Adoration & Confession: Tu:esday & Thursday
Sun 8" | 10.30 am | Pauline Simons RIP (9:30am ~ 1020 am}

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £389.10 . Altar Lamp — Mary McGlacken RIP
SECOND COLLECTION: £120.73 (Church Maintenance) Our Lady’s Lamp — Kathleen Croke RIP (Birthday)

RECENTLY DEAD: Anthony Augustine Donegan RIP. Reception Tuesday 3™ February, 6.30 pm. No Requiem Mass in Holy
Family Church. Yardley Crematorium Service Wednesday 4™ February at 12.15 pm

Jim Deards RIP. Reception Thursday 5% February, 6.00 pm. Requiem Friday 6% February, 11.00 am.

Bridget Patricia Murray RIP. Reception Thursday 19" February, 6.00 pm. Requiem Mass Friday 20" February, 11.00 am.
Margaret (Peggy) Regan RIP. Reception Monday 23 February, 5.00 pm. Requiem Mass Tuesday 24 February at 11.30 am.
Mary Margaret Bergin RIP. Reception Thursday 26" February, 5.00 pm. Requiem Mass Friday 27® February, 10.00 am.

ANNIVERSARIES: Mary McCaffrey, Annette Smiley, Peter Gomes, Desmond Mulcahy, Peter Connolly, Annie Murray, Michael
Cuzick, Margaret Timothy, Mavis Squires, William Breen, Michael Cruiise, Catherine Kearns, Kevin Foley, Catherine O’Callaghan,
Joseph Connelly, James Reenan, Patrick Burke, Sharon Turner, Kathleen Molloy, James Ward, Baby Pierce Wall, Bartholomew
Clancey, Doreen Latimer, Elizabeth Knight, Katherine Nolan, John Whelan, Patrick McAndrew, Michael Kimberley.

SICK LIST: Anselm John Baptiste, Fr Morty O’Shea, John Garvey, Cath McGrath, Amie Faulkner, Clare Bergin, John Leo Daly, Fr
Michael White, Everly Arnold.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY: For children with incurable diseases. Let us pray that children suffering
from incurable diseases and their families receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.
SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: Racial Justice NEXT WEEKEND: Church Maintenance

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE Meeting Saturday 7" February 2026, 12.00 noon in Presbytery. All women welcome.
PALM CROSSES: If you have blessed palm crosses from last year, please bring them to Church, give them to Fr Fretch, or place
them in the basket in the side chapel. They will be burnt to provide ashes for Ash Wednesday (18 February 2026). Thank you.
ALTAR LAMPS: Spaces available for both lamps. Please see May. Thank you.

FOR THOSE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL — Visit the National Office for Vocations at www.ukvocation.org or
www.religiouslife.org or www.ukpriest.org

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in following your call
and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the Church in this
Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through the intercession of the

Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Saint Justin, and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the

ministries by which we may serve You and one another in faith and love. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine always more in me
and everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.” (Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV)

Fr Fretch Ballesteros SDV
Tel: 0121 772 0059 (Holy Family Parish)
Emergency/Evening Contact: 0121 783 2792 (Corpus Christi)
Email: holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk Website: hfpbirmingham.com

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies and
procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Barbara Conneely. She can be contacted at
sg.holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk, or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

Birmingham Archdiocesan Trust: Registered Charity No, 234216



