SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

135a

26th July 2026

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

COLLECT
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the First Book of Kings.
“You have asked for yourself understanding.’ 3:5-6a, 7-12
In those days: The LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night,
and God said, ‘Ask what I shall give you.” And Solomon said, ‘O
Lorp my God, you have made your servant king in place of David
my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go
out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your people
whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or
counted for multitude. Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great
people?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to
him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself
long life, or riches, or the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning
mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you
shall arise after you.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps119(118)
O Lorp, how I love your law!
You, O LorD, are my portion;
I have promised to obey your words.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than large quantities of silver and gold. R.

Let your merciful love console me

by your promise to your servant.
Show me compassion, that I may live,
for your law is my delight. R.

That is why I love your commands

more than finest gold.

That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways. R.
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Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.

The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.
‘He predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.” 8:28-30
Brothers and sisters: We know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

The word of the Lord,

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
(Shorter form between *)
The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘He sells all that he has and buys that field.” 13:44-52
*At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.*

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew
it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into vessels but threw
away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

‘Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, ‘Yes.’
And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’

The Gospel of the Lord,

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts,
that through the powerful working of your grace
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling,
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK

Sat 25" | 4.00 pm | Xavier Gomes (Thanksgiving) 26 July 2026: 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sun26™ | 10.30 am | Michael Raughter RIP (World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly)
Mon 27" NO MASS
Tues 28" | 10.30 am | Pakie Rooney RIP FEASTS:
Wed 29" | 10.30 am | Maureen Dunne RIP (Wedding Anniv) | Monday Blessed Robert Sutton
Thurs 30" | 10.30 am | Faye O’Connor (2™ Anniversary) Wednesday  SS Martha, Mary and Lazarus
Fri31* | 10.30 am | Matthew McGill RIP (Birthday) Friday St Ignatius of Loyola
Sat 1% 4.00 pm | Society of Divine Vocations Saturday St Alphonsus Mary de.:’nguon'
Sun 2™ 10.30 am | Patricia O’Connor (Anniversary) Sunday 18" Sunday in Ordinary Time
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £475.83 Adoration & Confession: Tuesday & Thursday
SECOND COLLECTION: £143.05 (Church Maintenance) (9.30 am —10.20 am)
Altar Lamp — Peter McGlacken RIP Our Lady’s Lamp — Grateful Thanksgiving

RECENTLY DEAD: Eileen Huxley (nee Murphy) RIP

ANNIVERSARIES: Catherine Kennedy, Delia Cunnane, Raymond Light, Florrie Reade, Patrick Gorman, William
Carter, Ellena Swallow, William Bourke, Norah O’Dowd, Grace Child, Winifred Pratt, Gladys Maher, Tina Loveridge,
Helena Goodyear, Martin McDermott, Cathrine McVeigh, James Hurley, Maeve Gallagher, Faye O’Connor, Joan Coley,
Patrick O’Brien, Simon Checkett, Catherine Gallagher.

SICK LIST: Anselm John Baptiste, Fr Morty O’Shea, John Garvey, Cath McGrath, Amie Faulkner, Clare Bergin, John
Leo Daly, Fr Michael White, Everly Arnold, Eileen Carter.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST: For evangelisation in the city. Let us pray that in large cities often
marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build
community.

SECOND COLLECTION: Church Maintenance. NEXT WEEKEND: Church Maintenance.

ALTAR LAMPS: Spaces available — please see May.

SUMMER HOLIDAY: We wish everyone, especially our parishioners, staff and pupils from Holy Family and St
Bernadette’s schools a restful and enjoyable break this summer

FOR THOSE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL - Visit the National Office for Vocations at www.ukvocation.org or
www.religiouslife.org or www.ukpriest.org

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in following your
call and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the
Church in this Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through
the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Saint Justin, and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear
our prayers and multiply the ministries by which we may serve You and one another in faith and love. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine always more
in me and everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.” (Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV)

Fr Fretch Ballesteros SDV
Tel: 0121 772 0059 (Holy Family Parish)
Emergency/Evening Contact: 0121 783 2792 (Corpus Christi)
Email: holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk Website: hfpbirmingham.com

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies
and procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Barbara Conneely. She can be contacted at
sg.holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk, or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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